Dear Parents:

I understand that there may be some confusion about RVA’s criteria for accepting or denying credit for courses taken by students in a home schooling context. The more restrictive parameters we follow are only applied to high school transcripts. This letter is an attempt to give an explanation to our Home Schooled Highschoolers policy.
  
There are many great home schooling resources available to parents; the diversity of these options is literally increasing daily. These have provided tremendous flexibility for families. We are pleased with the expanding variety of options available to families and the opportunity it has provided for many families to delay the boarding option until their children are older. It is RVA’s perspective that while these include many wonderful programs, there are some programs that are poorly designed. In addition, there are times that despite the best of intentions, poor delivery (or administration) of excellent curriculum can have a negative impact on the effectiveness of the instruction.
 
For grades 9-12, a student’s transcript plays a very important role in the communication of a student’s academic performance and competencies. When RVA places a credit on a student’s transcript we are vouching for the integrity and meaning of this credit and the accompanying grade. It is therefore the position of RVA that credits will only be awarded if RVA has directly monitored the curriculum content and ensured that the delivery (or administration) of the curriculum meets minimum internal standards. Credits for courses taken external to RVA are only recognized if they are awarded by duly accredited educational institutions. This is because it is a distinct conflict of interest to ask parents to monitor and assess the delivery (or administration) of the curriculum. Accredited organizations maintain the credibility of their courses by externally assessing student progress and/or delivering the curriculum via certified instructors. Although many parents may be well qualified to deliver certain courses, and can be trusted to objectively evaluate their child’s progress, this cannot always be assumed. RVA has chosen to rely on the use of accredited programs to establish credibility before accepting otherwise unknown credits and grades. We support home schooling 100%, we just need to be careful to protect the reputation and meaning of our diploma programs.
 
There are many wonderful online academy’s that will meet RVA’s standard of credibility. We have an additional web page that compares and contrasts three of our most strongly recommended distance learning providers. 
 
If no home schooling courses have been taken through an accredited institution then admission of the student and the determination of credit standing can be complicated. This does not necessarily keep us from ever awarding credits for courses not taken through an accredited program. In rare cases, we can grant credit based on the successful completion of the next course in the academic sequence, but there is no possible way to award any grade other than a pass/no pass. This does not produce a very favorable transcript. In such situations standardized test scores become a much more critical component of a student’s college application process, or even the sole component for establishing college readiness. This is why many families in such a situation will choose to bypass the high school diploma and establish their child’s competency through distance learning in college level courses and then attempt to transfer to the university of choice.
 
I hope this explains why we have limited ourselves to only awarding credits for home schooling courses where these courses have been taken through an accredited (or credit-granting) institution. We are continuing to research additional options for providing more flexible home schooling programs for our families, particularly those in the “bush”, while still protecting our credibility.
 
 
Respectfully,
Tim Hall

Principal

Rift Valley Academy            

 
PS Home schooling in the younger grades does not create such a challenge since the transcript issue really only pertains to grades 9-12. In grades K-8, it is our hope that each mission agency will take responsibility for ensuring the integrity of the educational options chosen by their missionary families. This may be done through the support provided through a home schooling coordinator who regularly visits and supports families utilizing this option. Mission agencies would hopefully offer annual standardized testing in order to monitor students’ academic progress. If a family chooses to transition from the home schooling option to RVA’s institutionalized educational program, these same tests will be used for determining academic readiness and proper placement. 
 
