Recognizing a Home-schooling Program as a Satellite School of an Accredited Institution (State of Tennessee Guidelines)
The Rift Valley Academy has looked closely at the Tennessee law as an example of a state law addressing legitimacy of “satellite schools” affiliated with church-schools. While not claiming to understand all the legal implications, it seems clear that there is a clear distinction made between home-schools associated with church-schools on paper only and those where the home-school is legitimately functioning under the church-school umbrella. The former creates a credit credibility issue; the latter would be perfectly acceptable. You will find the appropriate sections from the Tennessee Education Law highlighted below. If a family followed the guidelines so that they were accountable to the accredited school and met all their requirements, we would certainly accept the credits given by accredited Academy. If they did not follow the strict guidelines and were simply loosely associated with the church-school, they would fall under our current policies as far as what would and would not be accepted for credit for home-schooling situations.

If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to dialogue with us further.

1999 Guidelines as recommended by the state of Tennessee:

In order to have children attend a church-related school while being taught at home by their parents, the home will have to be designated as a classroom or extension of the church-related school. The parent will have to be considered a faculty member of the church-related school under the direct supervision of its administration. Such an arrangement should have other characteristics which distinguish it from a home school associated with a church-related school, although there are no particular legal requirements as such. Following are examples of such characteristics which would likely be considered by the courts in scrutinizing this education option. The parents should have the same accountability to those in authority at the church-related school as any other teachers at the main campus or location of the school. The curriculum and schedule of instruction should be approved by the church-related school. There should be centralized record keeping, attendance reporting, and academic evaluation. Organized activities of the church-related school such as field trips, sports, and band, as well as group instruction in such subjects as music and art are all factors which further indicate that this is not just a home school program. Merely associating with a church-related school as described in Section 49-6-3050 as a home schooling option is insufficient. The relationship must be such that the school is being operated by denominational, parochial, or bona fide church organization described in Section 49-50-801, not being conducted by the parent as described in Section 49-6-3050. There is no requirement that the main campus of the church-related school be located in the same city as the home where the extension program is being conducted. 

If advised by the parent either that a home school is being conducted in association with a church-related school or that the child is attending a church-related school through its extension program, this information may be verified by contacting the church-related school. In such an inquiry the church-related school may be asked to provide the name of the denominational, parochial, or other bona fide church organization operating the school, so that this may be verified as well. There should be no need for further inquiry. 
